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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 



A method for conducting a commercial transaction in 
a distributed data processing system, the method 
comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

recorcrvig an electronic receipt on a removable 
storage mediunNat a first data processing system, the 
electronic receip s fc\comprising data concerning a 
commercial transact ic 

reading the remova&i^ storage medium at a second 
data processing system; 

validating the electronicSreceipt stored on the 
removable storage medium at the s^qpnd data processing 
system; and 

in response to validating the elect^jnic receipt, 
conducting a commercial transaction. 



20 2. The method/ of claim 1 wherein the step of validating 
the electronic /receipt further comprises inspecting a 
digital siqhauax/e to verify the integrity of the 
electronic receipt. 
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ethod for processing an electronic receipt, the 
method coitt^rising the computer-implemented steps of: 
processiiTg^a purchase transactions- 
generating ahyelectronic receipt comprising data 
concerning the purchase, transactions- 
storing the electron^q receipt on a removable 
storage medium; 
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r^Kiing the electronic receipt on the removable 



'storage medj 



validating tnfe^lectronic receipt; and 
in response to vali8ra4^ing the electronic receipt, 
providing an indication to proceed with a delivery of 
goods or services related to the pur^h^se transaction « 
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4. The method of claim 3 wherein the step of validating 
the electronic receipt further comprises inspecting a 
digital signature to verify the integrity of the 
electronic receipt . 



™ f0r pr ocess ing an electronic recelpt , the 

method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 
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15 reading^an electronic receipt from a removable 

storage medium^ 

validating thdsslectronic receipt; and 
in response to vaisulating the electronic receipt, 
providing an indication tosproceed with a delivery of 
20 goods or services related to\purchase transaction. 
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The method of claim 5 further comprising: 
processing a purchase transaction^ 
generating an electronic receipt cof^rising data 
concerning the purchase transaction; and 

storing the electronic receipt on a removable 
storage medium. 
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7. The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

reading the electronic receipt from the removable 
storage medium; 



Docket No. AT9-99-085 



o 

u 
ru 
a 

t: K 



□ 



P 



10 



30 



generating a modified electronic receipt comprising 
data concerning the delivery of goods or services for the 
purchase transaction; and 

storing the modified electronic receipt on the 
removable storage medium. 




The method of claim 5 further comprising: 
priorlsD validating the electronic receipt, 
selecting one orSa plurality of electronic receipts in 
accordance with user^qput . 

9. The method of claim 5 wherein the electronic receipt 
may be validated a number of times for a purchase 
transactior that requires a plurality of deliveries of 

15 good or services. 

10. The method of claim 5 wherein the electronic receipt 
may be validated for a claim for servicing of a product 
subject to the purchase transaction. 
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11 . The me 
may be vali 
services su 

25 12. The me 
medium is a 



hod of claim 5 wherein the electronic receipt 
ted for a warranty claim on goods or 
ect to the purchase transaction. 

thod of claim 5 wherein the removable storage 
smart card. 



13. The mqft 
medium is 
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The me 



lodf of claim 5 wherein the removable storage 
/optical card. 



lod of claim 5 wherein the step of validating 
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the electronic receipt further comprises inspecting a 
digital siajHatute to verify the integrity of the 
electroniclflfeceipt . 

15. \A data processing system for conducting a commercial 
transaction, the data processing system comprising: 

inp^t means for inputting commercial transaction 

data; 

transmitting means for transmitting commercial 
transaction datN& to a merchant server; 

receiving m^ens for receiving commercial transaction 
data from a merchant server; 

display means f o\ disj^la^ng commercial transaction 



a removable storage medium 
, the electronic receipts 



data; 

reading means for re 
for storing electronic rece N 

comprising commercial transaction data; and 

recording means for recording an electronic receipt 
on the removable storage medium 



16. A data processing system for concfl^ting a commercial 
transaction, the data processing system ^comprising : 

reading means for reading a removable\storage medium 
for storing an electronic receipt, the electronic 
receipts comprising commercial transaction da\a; 

validating means for validating the electrspnic 
receipt; and 

indicating means for providing an indication\to 
proceed with a delivery of goods or services related to 
the purchase transaction in response to validating the 
electronic receipt . 
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17. v The data processing system of claim 16 wherein the 
indicating means displays information concerning a type 
and quantity of goods encoded within the electronic 
receipts 
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18. The deta processing system of claim 16 wherein the 
validating ^eans further comprises inspecting* means for 
inspecting a ^digital signature to verify the integrity of 
the electronic Veceipt . 

19. A data processing sysCtem\for conducting a commercial 
transaction, the dat^ prcjfcess/pg system comprising: 

receiving means J>pr N^eyei^ing purchase transaction 
data from a point-of-sale data processing system; 

generating means fo A generating an electronic 
receipt corresponding to the purchase transaction data; 

storing means for storing the purchase transaction 
data and the corresponding electronic receipt in a 
datastore; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the electronic 
receipt to the point-of-sale data processing system. 



20. A data processing system for conoucting a commercial 
25 transaction, the data processing system\ comprising: 
processing means for processing a purchase 
transaction; 

generating means for generating an electronic 
receipt comprising data concerning the purchas 
30 transaction; and 

storing means for storing the electronic recVi.pt on 
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a ^movable storage medium; 

\ reading means for reading the electronic receipt on 
the rWovable storage medium; 

validating means for validating the electronic 
receipt ;\ and 

indicating means for providing an indication to 
proceed with a delivery of goods or services related to 
the purchase ^transaction in response to validating the 
electronic receipt . 

21. The data proctessing^gystem of claim 20 wherein the 
validating means furthdr comprises inspecting means for 
inspecting a digital sSjW^&re to verify the integrity of 
the electronic receipt. \ \ 

22. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a protective layer comprising human-readable printed 
information; and \ 

a substrate layer comprising, a plurality of bit 
locations encoding machine-readabl\ information readable 
by optical means, wherein the machine-readable 
information comprises an electronic receipt, wherein the 
electronic receipt comprises commercial transaction data 
concerning a purchase of products or serVices. 

23. The article of manufacture of claim 22y wherein the 
commercial transaction data comprises a merchant 
identifier, a date of purchase, and a product\or service 
identifier. \ 



24. The article of manufacture of claim 22 wherera the 
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s protected by a digital signature, 



A computer program pfo?fuct in a computer-readable 
medium Xor conducting a commercial transaction, the 
computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for recording an electronic 
receipt on a reihcwable storage medium at a first data 
processing system, ^{ie electronic receipt comprising data 
concerning a commercialNtransaction; 

second instructions fdx reading the removable 
storage medium at a second datXjprocessing system; 

third instructions for validating the electronic 
receipt stored on the removable stora^ medium at the 
second data processing system; and 

fourth instructions for conducting a coirta&ercial 
transaction in response to validating the electrode 
receipt . 



2 26. The computer program product of claim 25 wherein the 

3 20 instructions for validating the electronic receipt 

3 

further comprise instructions for inspecting a .digital 
signature to verify the integrity of the electronic 
receipt . 



^computer program product in a computer-readable 

rocessing an electronic receipt, the computer 
uprising: 

first instructiohssjfor processing a purchase 
transaction; 

second instructions for g^ft^rating an electronic 
receipt comprising data concerning ^bhe purchase 



/ medium fo 
' program product 
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hsaction; 

third instructions for storing the electronic 
receiptNon a removable storage medium; 

fourth, instructions for reading the electronic 
receipt on th^sxemovable storage medium; 

fifth instructions for validating the electronic 
receipt; and 

sixth instructions^^or providing an indication to 
proceed with a delivery of gQods or services related to 
the purchase transaction in re^pnse to validating the 
electronic receipt . 
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28. The computer program product of claim 27 wherein the 
instructions for validating the electronic receipt 
15 further comprise instructions for inspecting a digital 
signature to verify the integrity of the electronic 
receipt • 




